
GROUP ACTIVITY
This activity can be used in a small group at church or even with your kids at home!

Ocean of Forgiveness

Set up: Fill a plastic bin or bucket ½ to ¾ of the way with water.

Say: Today we learned that God’s forgiveness is as big as the ocean. No matter how many or how 
few, no matter how big or how small, God’s forgiveness can completely wipe out any sin. We’re 
going to do an activity right now that will help us think about the sins that we need to throw into 
the ocean of God’s forgiveness.

Directions: Place a bin or bucket of water against a wall. Give each kid in the group a ping pong 
ball and washable marker. (If you have fewer balls than kids, pass out as many balls as you have. 
Then, when one kid has finished the activity, give their ball to another kid.) Tell the kids to think 
of a sin that they commit more often than others or a sin that they feel is really big. For older 
kids, have them write that sin on their ball. For younger kids, have them color a dot on the ball 
to represent that sin. When ready, tell the kids that they’re going to throw that sin into the ocean 
of God’s forgiveness. For each kid, give them an age-appropriate challenge for how to do that. 
Examples: throw the ball from 3 feet away; 5 feet away; bounce the ball once and into the bin; 
bounce the ball twice and into the bin; bounce the ball off the wall and into the bin; bounce the 
ball off the floor, the wall, and into the bin; etc. If they don’t succeed after a few tries, have them 
simply toss the ball directly into the bin of water. Once the ball is in the bin, use the water to wash 
the sin off and show the kids how God’s forgiveness has wiped it away.

Question: Do you ever feel like your sins can be too many or too big to ask God for forgiveness? 
Why do you think some people feel that way? 

Question: Do you wonder if some sins are so small that you don’t need to ask God for forgiveness? 
(Read James 2:10 and tell the kids that even one small sin needs God’s forgiveness.)

Question: How often do you ask God to forgive your sins?

Pray: Open the kids in prayer. Thank God for his enormous ocean of forgiveness. Allow the kids a 
moment to confess their sin to God (either silently or aloud) and to ask Him for forgiveness. 
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Lesson 6.2

Name
Date

draw it!

journal it!

THIS WEEK WE LEARNED

How does it feel to know that God can 
forgive you no matter the number or the 
size of your sins. Tell God about it.

JESUS AND SIMON THE PHARISEE
BIG IDEA:  God’s forgiveness is as big as the ocean, so we can bring Him our Mt. Everest of 
mess-ups.
BIBLE BASIS:  Luke 7:34-50
KEY VERSE:  “You will completely wipe out the evil things we’ve done. You will throw all 
our sins into the bottom of the sea.” Micah 7:19 (NIrV)

When the sinful woman saw Jesus, she fell at 
His feet and cried. What would you do if you 
saw Jesus? Draw a picture of it.

HOMEGUIDE



read it!

pray it!
Write a prayer to God. Tell Him about one 
of your sins and ask Him for forgiveness.

Luke 7:36-50. Draw a picture of the story 
or write to God about your favorite part of 
the story. Tell Him why you liked it.

NEXT WEEK’S LESSON
JESUS AND THE BLIND MAN
BIG IDEA:  Jesus can open our eyes to see that He is the Son of God.
BIBLE BASIS:  John 9
KEY VERSE:  “Open my eyes so that I can see the wonderful truths in your law.” 
Psalm 119:18 (NIrV)
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“You will completely wipe out the evil things we’ve done. 
You will throw all our sins into the bottom of the sea.” Micah 7:19 (NIrV)
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